SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
atmospheric disturbance that causes sounds similar to
that of the fly's wings, and tries to make generalisations
about them. The fact that any actual event is not
entirely explicable by scientific knowledge need not be
regarded as mysterious. Indeed, if we regard every-
thing not yet understood as mysterious, we slip once
more into the dualistic mode of thought, according to
which there exists a peculiar universe of happenings of
a mental or spiritual nature alongside of another uni-
verse which is the field of ascertainable knowledge.
The "mystery" of nature is largely a matter of our
straightforward ignorance of nature's workings, and
largely a matter of convenience. It is always convenient
to stop probing any event for significant generalisa-
tions at some point which is reached before the
phenomenon can be fully explained. Here again is an
example of the relativity of knowledge. The fullness
and completeness of knowledge are never absolute, but
is relative merely to its usefulness in any special case.
In making abstract generalisations about various
historical perspectives, my purpose is not to go very
deeply into any of these perspectives, but merely to
show how they may be explained largely by the his-
torical circumstances in which they have arisen/ These
circumstances, quite obviously, must be of a material
and economic nature. This, I think, becomes as clear
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